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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
FTR Reports North American Class 8 Orders for September Continue Surge as Fleets Secure Truck
Availability Throughout 2019
Bloomington, IN (October 3, 2018) FTR reports preliminary North American Class 8 orders for September
continued to surge, coming in at 42,300 units for the month. The third quarter 2018 decisively set an
all-time record with 146,800 Class 8 orders. September Class 8 order activity was the 10th best month
ever but with most of 2018 hitting all time highs, was only the 5th highest monthly volume this year.
Sturdy freight growth continues to strain industry capacity and fleets are placing orders a year out to
secure new truck availability throughout 2019. North American Class 8 orders for the past twelve
months have now totaled 497,000 units.

Don Ake, FTR vice president of commercial vehicles, commented, “The pressure is on fleets to add
capacity to keep up with a robust freight market. The economy is surging right now, putting stress on
shippers to find trucks to deliver goods on time. Fleets don’t want to be stuck in the same situation next
year, so they are placing huge orders for trucks well ahead of time.”

“The focus now turns to the supply chain. Parts and component suppliers have struggled to keep pace
with the growing OEM builds this year. Demand, as indicated by the surge in orders, will be even
stronger next year. It is uncertain if suppliers can meet this challenge, as they compete for workers and
materials in a vibrant economy.”

Final data for September will be available from FTR later in the month as part of its North American
Commercial Truck & Trailer Outlook service. To contact FTR, email sales@ftrintel.com or call (888) 9881699 ext. 1.

About FTR
For more than two decades, FTR has been the thought leader in freight transportation forecasting in
North America. The company’s national award-winning forecasters collect and analyze all data likely to
impact freight movement, issuing consistently reliable reports for trucking, rail, and intermodal
transportation, as well as providing demand analysis for commercial vehicle and railcar. FTR’s
forecasting and specially designed reports have resulted in advanced planning and cost-savings for
companies throughout the transportation sector.

For more information about the work of FTR, visit www.FTRintel.com, follow on Twitter @ftrintel, or call
(888) 988-1699 Ext. 1.

To access a chart suitable to accompany this news announcement, please go to:
http://info.ftrintel.com/l/66642/2015-08-26/3bmqs7

